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shining properties of the blacking, and in small quantities,
or in the proper proportion, is not so injurious to the
leather as some persons have represented, as it wholly
unites itself to the lime of the lone-phosphate contained in
the ivory-black, and is thus neutralized, insoluble sulphate
of lime and an acid phosphate or superphosphate being
formed. It is the latter that gives the acidity to a well-
made sample of "blacking, and not the sulphuric acid
originally added to it. In this way the larger portion of
the ivory-black is reduced to a state of extremely minute
division, and with the other ingredients forms a strongly
adhesive paste, which clings to the surface of the leather,
and is susceptible of receiving a high polish by friction
when in a scarcely dry state. This is the reason why
lamp-Hack should never be employed for blacking to the
exclusion of the necessary proportion of lone-black, as it
has no earthy base to absorb or neutralize the acid, which
if left in a free state would prove very hurtful to the
leather. Oil of vitriol is now employed in the manufacture
of all the more celebrated and expensive blackings, and
that simply because no other substance is known so
efficient and so little injurious to the leather. In the
common blackings of Germany hydrochloric acid is often
used to the entire exclusion of oil of vitriol, but blacking
so prepared possesses several disadvantages from which
that of England is free.

"We may here farther remark that the blackings of
different houses vary considerably in some of their pro-
perties, as also do those of even the same maker, by age.
Some blackings dry off rapidly, and give a very brilliant
polish with very little labour; whilst others take a little
longer to dry off, and somewhat more labour to polish